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MEDICAL RESEARCH — FUNDING 

Statement 
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.57 pm]: I want to put on 
the record my congratulations to the Western Australian scientific community for today coming out and rallying 
in such very impressive numbers. I understand that several hundred people from that community and the general 
community came together in Forrest Place to talk about their concerns for mooted federal funding cuts to 
medical research in our state. I share their concerns and sincerely hope that these are merely rumours and that the 
federal government is not going to make this drastic cut to a very important area of research. I understand that 
the proposed cuts range somewhere between $100 million and $400 million, of which 75 per cent goes to wages. 
We are looking at the potential for approximately 1 000 people to lose their jobs across the research sector. This 
is a vital industry in our state and its members do amazing work. We have been the beneficiaries of some 
outstanding medical researchers in this state, and we should be doing whatever we can to support them. The 
concern is that the industry will lose not only its federal funding, but also the state component. It is very 
disappointing to not hear a single voice from the state government in support of this very important industry. 
Minister Day is away, missing in action overseas, and has not lobbied the federal government or asked it to 
confirm or deny these funding cuts. We cannot afford to lose this area of research, and I refer to the comments I 
made a week ago about the appalling state of science and innovation in this state and the appalling circumstances 
in which the state government is placing this industry.  

I ask whoever is representing the Minister for Science and Innovation while he is not in the country to approach 
the relevant federal ministers. I have written to each of the four federal ministers who I believe have 
responsibility for this area and I have written to the very senior scientific people in this state expressing my 
concerns and solidarity for their cause. If we cannot sustain funding for the sciences in Western Australia today, 
it will be very difficult to get that funding back at a future date and replace those very important people whom 
we have lost to the eastern states or overseas. The state would lose opportunities also to find a cure for the range 
of diseases that our friends and family suffer from. It was enlightening to see some family members speak 
publicly today about their concerns and the potential damage the loss of this funding would do to the wonderful 
work that is happening in our state. I call on the state Liberal government to stand up for and speak up on behalf 
of this vital industry and put pressure on the federal government to sustain the funding. 
 


